The Monarchy
military aides, as in 1913, should be closely linked with
the threat of an Ulster rebellion, especially when it is clear
that his attitude influenced the King's mind*1 No doubt,
it is useful for information to come to the Palace from
sources as wide as the interests of the nation. But it is
important to emphasize that its evaluation for use by the
King is a difficult and delicate matter for which the
previous training of his officials do not always fit them.
Labour members of the Government of 1929-31 were
rightly disturbed at the constant hints they received when
in attendance at the Palace of the desirability of a coali-
tion government. Judgments of this kind are, clearly,
outside any function these officials have to perform. The
whole ethos of the Civil Service is a training against such
an attitude; and the transformation of posts in the Palace
to this basis would be an assurance that, so far as is
humanly possible, the connections of Palace officials would.
give no ground for suspicion.
6.
A word is desirable upon the place of the Crown
through the change in the status of the Dominions.
Writers of the authority of Lord Balfour have written as
though the result of the change is, somehow, to advance
the power of the Crown as the bond or unit to which the
different parts of the empire owe their allegiance.* It is
difficult to see that this is the case. Broadly speaking, it is
true to say that the Dominions are "now free from any
control from London; the King, or hi$ Governor-General,
acts upon the advice of his Dominion Prime Minister in
exactly the same way as he acts upon the advice of his
' * Eibcr, Sunday Times, January* 30, 1938.
* Introduction to Bagehot, The English Constitution (World** Classics edition^}
and see also Keith, op. cit.t p. 452.
439

